
This was the found a tional declar a tion of Israel’s mono the ism. Jesus
af  firmed it as the greatest com mand ment. He also described his mis sion
in con tinu ity with the pre vi ous proph ets:

“Do not think that I have come to abol ish the Law or the
Proph ets; I have not come to abol ish them but to ful fill them.”
Matthew 5:17 (NIV)

The doc trine that Jesus is one divine per son within a Trin ity, pos sess ing
both an eternal divine nature and a cre ated human nature, is not stated
in these terms by Jesus him self. Its tech nical for mu la tion developed
through later Chris tian theo lo gical debates and coun cils.
The Qurʾān restores the same uncom prom ising call:

“And your God is one God. There is no deity except Him, the Most
Com pas sion ate, the Most Mer ci ful.” Sūrat al-Baqarah 2:163

5. Logic Itself Refuses the Idea
Beyond the textual evidence, the incarn a tion raises a fun da mental
con cep tual prob lem. God is the eternal Cre ator upon whom everything
depends. A human being is cre ated, depend ent, lim ited and in need.
Jesus, accord ing to the Gos pels, became hungry, tired, slept, grew in
know ledge, prayed and sub mit ted him self to God.
Call ing these lim it a tions “the human nature” does not make them
divine attrib utes. Nor does say ing “God can do any thing” resolve the
prob lem. God acts accord ing to His per fect nature, attrib utes and wis ‐
dom. His omni po tence does not mean that con tra dic tions become
real it ies or that His per fec tion becomes imper fec tion.
The Bible itself describes God as per fectly truth ful and faith ful to His
own nature:

“In the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie,
prom ised before the begin ning of time.” Titus 1:2 (NIV)

The point is not that God lacks power. Rather, God’s actions accord
with who He etern ally and per fectly is.
The ques tion must first be answered: how can the same per sonal sub ‐
ject be all-know ing yet not know, self-suf   fi cient yet depend ent, the
object of wor ship yet him self a wor ship per?
Call ing this “two natures” names the pro posed dis tinc tion. It does not,
by itself, resolve the philo soph ical dif   fi culty.

What Islam Af  firms Instead
None of this requires dimin ish ing Jesus. Islam hon ours ʿĪsā ibn
Maryam, peace be upon him, as the Mes siah, born mira cu lously of the
Vir gin Mary by Allah’s com mand, a Word from Him, a mighty Mes sen ‐
ger, strengthened by the Holy Spirit and given extraordin ary mir acles
by Allah’s per mis sion.

What Islam rejects is turn ing this hon oured Mes sen ger into the God
who sent him. Allah says:

“They have cer tainly dis be lieved who say, ‘Allah is the Mes siah,
son of Mary,’ while the Mes siah said, ‘O Chil dren of Israel,
wor ship Allah, my Lord and your Lord.’” Sūrat al-Māʾidah 5:72

This is the essen tial dis tinc tion: Jesus has a God. God does not have a
God. Jesus wor shipped. God is wor shipped. Jesus was sent. God sent
him. Jesus depended upon God. God depends upon no one.

A Call to Tawḥīd
If God is truly One, without part ner, off spring or need, then noth ing in
cre ation, how ever exal ted, beloved or mira cu lous, shares His divin ity.
Tawḥīd, the abso lute one ness of Allah, is the found a tion of Islam:

Lā ilāha illā Allāh.
There is no deity worthy of worship in truth except Allah.

Tawḥīd is not a phrase for the tongue alone. It is to single out Allah in
His lord ship, in His names and attrib utes, and in every act of wor ship:
prayer, hope, fear, reli ance and love. Whatever is given of these to cre ‐
ation belongs by right to the Cre ator alone. It is the mes sage every
prophet car ried, from Noah to Muhammad, peace be upon them all,
and the first duty upon every soul that will stand before Him.
This is not a call to reject Jesus. It is a call to hon our him as the Mes siah
and Mes sen ger that he was while reserving for God alone what belongs
to God alone: wor ship, lord ship and divin ity.
The mes sage is simple: wor ship the One who sent Jesus, just as Jesus
him self wor shipped Him.
And the Qurʾān records Jesus say ing:

“Wor ship Allah, my Lord and your Lord.” Sūrat al-Māʾidah 5:117
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Did Jesus Say “I Am God”?

If Jesus was truly the one true God, why did he pray to God? Why did
he speak of the Father as someone greater than him self? Why did he say
that he could do noth ing by him self, and why did he not have know ‐
ledge of the Hour? These are not ran dom ques tions. These are ques tions
every seeker of truth should ask him/her self. For if Jesus is God, then
the answers should be clear and con sist ent. Yet when we turn to the
words attrib uted to Jesus in the New Test a ment, we find a man who
wor ships God, depends upon God, and dir ects oth ers to wor ship God.
Few claims have shaped human his tory more than the belief that Jesus
is God incarn ate. Yet the evid ence for such a belief deserves care ful
exam in a tion. This art icle will begin with the New Test a ment itself
before turn ing to the Qurʾān, show ing that Jesus (ʿĪsā, peace be upon
him) never claimed divin ity, but con sist ently taught the wor ship of the
One true God who sent him.

1. Jesus Worshipped a God Other Than Himself
The Bible says: In the Garden of Geth se mane, Jesus is recor ded pray ‐
ing:

“My Father, if it is pos sible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet
not as I will, but as you will.” Matthew 26:39 (NIV)

Luke records him pray ing through the night before choos ing his dis ‐
ciples:

“One of those days Jesus went out to a moun tain side to pray, and
spent the night pray ing to God.” Luke 6:12 (NIV)

And Mat thew records him teach ing his fol low ers how to pray, dir ect ing
them to the Father:

“This, then, is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in heaven,
hal lowed be your name.’” Matthew 6:9 (NIV)

A being who prays, who addresses another as the one he asks, and who
sub mits his will to a will dis tinct from his own can not coher ently be
the same being to whom he is pray ing. Prayer expresses depend ence
and sub mis sion. If Jesus were the very God he prayed to, his pray ers
would mean God ask ing God.
This pat tern runs through out his recor ded life: Jesus prayed, fas ted,
slept, hungered, wept and sub mit ted his will to God.

The Qurʾān confirms: “The Mes siah, son of Mary, was only a
mes sen ger; other mes sen gers had passed away before him. His
mother was a woman of truth. They both ate food.”
Sūrat al-Māʾidah 5:75

The Qurʾān af  firms pre cisely what the Gos pels them selves record: Jesus
was an hon oured human mes sen ger who depended upon his Lord, not
the inde pend ent Lord whom man kind must wor ship.

2. He Possessed a Created Human Nature
The Bible says: Luke records Jesus grow ing as a child:

“And Jesus grew in wis dom and stature, and in favor with God
and man.” Luke 2:52 (NIV)

John records his exhaus tion:
“Jesus, tired as he was from the jour ney, sat down by the well.”
John 4:6 (NIV)

And Luke records his death:
“Jesus called out with a loud voice, ‘Father, into your hands I
com mit my spirit.’ When he had said this, he breathed his last.”
Luke 23:46 (NIV)

Jesus grew, became tired, hungered, slept and, accord ing to the New
Test a ment account, died. These are attrib utes of cre ated human exist ‐
ence.
The Bible itself draws a dir ect dis tinc tion between God and man:

“For I am God, and not a man, the Holy One among you.”
Hosea 11:9 (NIV)

God is the eternal Cre ator, inde pend ent of cre ation and per fect in His
attrib utes. Jesus, how ever, is repeatedly described with the lim it a tions
and depend en cies of human exist ence.
The Qurʾān gives the clearest descrip tion of God:

“Say, ‘He is Allah, the One. Allah, the Self-Suf   fi cient. He neither
begets nor is born. Nor is there to Him any equi val ent.’”
Sūrat al-Ikhlāṣ 112:1–4

Allah is aṣ-Ṣamad, the Self-Suf   fi cient One upon whom cre ation depends
while He depends upon none.
The Cre ator and the cre ated are there fore not inter change able. The
depend ence of the human Jesus can not itself be an attrib ute of the Self-
Suf   fi cient God.

3. Jesus Explicitly Distinguished Himself
From God
Perhaps some of the clearest evidence comes from Jesus’s own
words. John records Jesus address ing the Father:

“Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” John 17:3 (NIV)

Notice the dis tinc tion. Jesus iden ti fies the Father as “the only true
God” and then iden ti fies him self sep ar ately as “Jesus Christ, whom you
have sent.” There is the One who sends, and there is the Mes siah who is
sent. Jesus also said:

“The Father is greater than I.” John 14:28 (NIV)
And:

“My God, my God, why have you for saken me?”
Matthew 27:46 (NIV)

Did Jesus Know the Hour?
God is all-know ing. Yet Jesus said:

“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” Mark 13:32 (NIV)

Jesus dis tin guishes him self, the Son who did not know, from the Father
who did know. Chris ti ans com monly respond that Jesus knew accord ‐
ing to his divine nature but did not know accord ing to his human
nature. But the fun da mental ques tion remains: did Jesus know the Hour
or did he not?
If the human Jesus did not know, then the human Jesus was not all-
know ing. And if God remained all-know ing, then God did not share this
human lim it a tion.

Can the “Two Natures” Explanation Solve
the Problem?
The tra di tional Chris tian response is that Jesus was one per son pos sess ‐
ing two natures: fully divine and fully human. His lim it a tions belonged
to his human ity, while omni science, etern al ity and divine power
belonged to his divin ity.
But this raises the very ques tion the doc trine is inten ded to answer. If
Jesus is one per son, did that per son know the Hour or not? If he knew,
why did the Son say that he did not know? If he did not know, how was
he omni scient? Say ing that one nature knew while another did not
assigns the two oppos ite attrib utes to diff er ent natures, but it still
requires an explan a tion of how they belong to one per sonal sub ject.

The Qurʾān confirms: “And when Allah will say, ‘O Jesus, son of
Mary! Did you tell the people, “Take me and my mother as two
gods besides Allah”?’ He will say, ‘Glory be to You! It was not for
me to say what I had no right to say.’” Sūrat al-Māʾidah 5:116

Jesus then explains what he actu ally taught:
“I said noth ing to them except what You com manded me:
‘Wor ship Allah, my Lord and your Lord.’” Sūrat al-Māʾidah 5:117

4. The Earliest Message Was Monotheism,
Not Incarnation
The Bible says: When asked which com mand ment was greatest, Jesus
answered:

“The most import ant one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O
Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.’” Mark 12:29 (NIV)

Jesus was quot ing the Shema:
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.”
Deuteronomy 6:4 (NIV)
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