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Ya‘qub ibn Sufyan al-Fasawi & said of al-Humaydi dy:

(Ao A.L:AB (‘)’\...QU C”aj ot Loy

“I bave not met anyone more sincere towards Islam and its people
than him.” [adh-Dhahabi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad (d. 748 AH/1348
CE). al-Kashif fi Ma'rifat man labu Riwdayab fi al-Kutub as-Sittah, vol. 1, p.
552.]
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Introduction

BY SALAH AL-IRANI

All praise belongs to Allah, Lord of all the worlds, and may He
send blessings and peace upon our Prophet Muhammad &, upon
his family and upon all his Companions.

Every building stands on what cannot be seen. Its rooms may be
rebuilt and its walls repainted from one generation to the next, but
its foundations, once laid, carry everything above them. Allah
Himself gives us this image when He likens a good word to “a good
tree, whose root is firm and whose branches reach into the
sky” [Q 14:24]. The word the scholars chose for the foundations of
belief, usil, is the plural of agl, the very word used in that verse for
the root. To speak of Usitl as-Sunnah, then, is to speak of the roots
of the Sunnah: what the Messenger of Allah #: and his
Companions believed about Allah and His names and attributes,
about His decree, about faith, the Qur’an, the Companions and the
Hereafter. Everything else in the religion grows from these roots.

For the first generation these roots needed no defence; they were
simply what the Muslims believed. It was the appearance of new
sects that made it necessary to state them plainly: (1) the Khawarij,
who declared Muslims disbelievers on account of their sins; (2) the
Qadariyyah, who denied the decree; (3) the Murji’ah, who separated
action from faith; and (4) the Jahmiyyah, who denied the attributes
of Allah and claimed that the Qur’an was created. The scholars of
hadith did not answer them with a new creed. They put into short
and clear words what had always been believed, and they narrated
those words with their chains of narration, just as they narrated
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hadith, so that the common people would not be led astray and the
student would know the path. Their students learnt these
statements by heart and passed them on.

Al-Humaydi (d. 219 AH) was among the earliest to set down
such a statement, and a long line of imams followed him: fmam
Ahmad ibn Hanbal (d. 241 AH) in his Usil as-Sunnab; al-Muzani
(d. 264 AH) in Sharh as-Sunnab; Aba Zurah (d. 264 AH) and
Abi Hatim (d. 277 AH), the two scholars of Rayy, in the creed
they reported from the scholars of every land; Ibn Abi ‘Asim (d.
287 AH) and ‘Abd Allah ibn Ahmad (d. 290 AH), each in a book
called as-Sunnab; al-Barbahari (d. 329 AH) in Sharh as-Sunnab;
Ibn Battah (d. 387 AH) in al-Ibanah; Ibn Abi Zamanayn (d. 399
AH) in Usil as-Sunnab; al-Lalaka’i (d. 418 AH) in Sharh Usil
I'tigad Abl as-Sunnab wa-al-Jama‘ab; and as-Sabini (d. 449 AH)
in Aqidat as-Salaf Ashab al-Hadith. They lived in different lands
and different centuries, and their words differ; yet it is not
difficult to see that their creed is one.

The weight of al-Humaydi’s words comes from the man
himself. He was the Shaykh of the Haram in Makkah; he sat with
Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah for nineteen years and became his leading
transmitter; he accompanied ash-Shifii to Egypt; and he was a
teacher of al-Bukhari, who chose to open his Sahib with a padith
narrated from him. In a few short paragraphs he gathers the belief
of Ahl as-Sunnah in the decree, in faith, in the Companions, in
the Quran, in the believers’ seeing of their Lord, in His
attributes, and in the grave matter of declaring a Muslim a
disbeliever. The treatise has reached us within his Musnad,
narrated from him by his student Bishr ibn Musa.

In this edition the Arabic text has been fully vocalised and
compared with the text given by Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Abd
ar-Rahman al-Khumayyis in I%iqgad A’immar as-Salaf Abl
al-Hadith. The headings were added to guide the reader and are

10



INTRODUCTION

not part of al-Humayd?’s words. The notes gather verses, hadith
and statements of the Salaf and the imams that shed light on the
text, each with its source, and a short account of al-Humaydf’s
life, drawn from the early books of biography, follows this
introduction. The translation is my own; I have kept it close to
the Arabic while aiming for clear English, and words added for
clarity are placed in square brackets.

And to you, dear reader and dear friend: may Allah keep your
heart firm upon the Sunnah, make it beloved to you, and make
you among those “who listen to the word and follow the best of
it” [Q 39:18]. T ask Allah # to accept this work from me, to
forgive me my shortcomings in it, to make it sincerely for His
Face and heavy on my scales on the Day I meet Him, and to have
mercy on Imam al-Humaydi and on all the imams of the Sunnah
who preserved this religion for us. And our final call is that all

praise belongs to Allah, Lord of all the worlds.

SALAH AL-IRANI
@salabaliranee

Daar us Sunnah, London
2 Jumada al-Ula 1448 AH/13 October 2026 CE
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The Life of Imam al-Humaydi

His Name and Lineage

He is the imam, the hafiz, the jurist, the Shaykh of the Haram,
Abu Bakr ‘Abd Allah ibn az-Zubayr ibn Isa ibn ‘Ubayd Allah ibn
Usamah ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Humayd ibn Zuhayr ibn al-Harith
ibn Asad ibn ‘Abd al-‘Uzza al-Qurashi al-Asadi al-Humaydi
al-Makki, the author of al-Musnad.' Ibn Sa‘d said that he was
from Bana Asad ibn ‘Abd al-‘Uzza ibn Qusayy, of Quraysh.’

His Teachers

He narrated from Ibrahim ibn Sa‘d, Fudayl ibn ‘Iyad, and Sufyan
ibn ‘Uyaynah, from whom he narrated a great deal and with
precision, as well as from ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn ‘Abd as-Samad
al-‘Ammi, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn Abi Hazim, al-Walid ibn Muslim,
Marwian ibn Mu‘wiyah, Waki‘ and ash-Shafii. Adh-Dhahabi
said: “He was not a prolific narrator, but he has great standing in
Islam”? Al-Mizzi adds others, among them Anas ibn ‘Iyad, Bishr

1 adh-Dhahabi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad (d. 748 AH/1348 CE). Siyar Alam
an-Nubala’. Mu’assasat ar-Risalah, 3rd edn, 1405 AH/1985 CE, vol. 10, p. 616.

2 Ibn Sa‘d, Muhammad (d. 230 AH/845 CE). at-Tabaqat al-Kubra. Dar Sadir, 1968
CE, vol. 5, p. 502.

3 adh-Dhahabi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad (d. 748 AH/1348 CE). Siyar Alam
an-Nubal@’. Mu’assasat ar-Risalah, 3rd edn, 1405 AH/1985 CE, vol. 10, p. 616.

13
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ibn Bakr, Aba Usimah, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ad-Darawardi, and
Muhammad and Ya‘la, the sons of ‘Ubayd at-Tanafisi.*

His Students

Those who narrated from him include al-Bukhari, adh-Dhuhli,
Hartn al-Hammal, Ahmad ibn al-Azhar, Salamah ibn Shabib,
Muhammad ibn Sanjar, Ya‘qab al-Fasawi, Isma‘il Samuwayh,
Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn al-Barqi, Abua Zur‘ah ar-Razj,
Bishr ibn Musa, Aba Hatim, Ya‘qub ibn Shaybah, and Aba Bakr
Muhammad ibn Idris al-Makki, his scribe, and many others.’
Muslim narrated his hadith in the introduction to his Sahih, and
Abu Dawud, at-Tirmidhi and an-Nas2’i narrated his hadith, as did
Ibn Majah in his 7afsir, all through intermediaries.

His Companionship of Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah

Al-Humaydi said: “I sat with Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah for nineteen

years, or about that”” Ibn Sa‘d called him “the companion of

Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah and his transmitter”.?

Muhammad ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahim al-Harawi said: “I came to
Makkah in the year [one hundred and] ninety-eight. Sufyan ibn

4 al-Mizzi, Yasuf ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman (d. 742 AH/1341 CE). Tabdbib al-Kamal fi
Asma’ ar-Rijal. Ed. Bashshar ‘Awwad Ma‘raf. Mu’assasat ar-Risalah, vol. 14, pp.
§12-513.

5 adh-Dhahabi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad (d. 748 AH/1348 CE). Siyar Alam
an-Nubala’. Mu’assasat ar-Risalah, 3rd edn, 1405 AH/1985 CE, vol. 10, pp. 616-617.

6 al-Mizzi, Yasuf ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman (d. 742 AH/1341 CE). Tahdbib al-Kamal fi
Asma’ ar-Rijal. Ed. Bashshar ‘Awwad Ma‘raf. Mu’assasat ar-Risalah, vol. 14, p. 515.
Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali (d. 852 AH/1449 CE). Tahdhib at-Tahdhib.
Matba‘at D@’irat al-Ma‘drif an-Nizamiyyah, vol. 5, p. 215.

7 adh-Dhahabi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad (d. 748 AH/1348 CE). Siyar Alam
an-Nubal@’. Mu’assasat ar-Risalah, 3rd edn, 1405 AH/1985 CE, vol. 10, p. 617.
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THE LIFE OF IMAM AL-I:IUMAYDT

‘Uyaynah had died at the start of that year, seven months before
we arrived. So I asked who was the most eminent of the
companions of Ibn ‘Uyaynah, and al-Humaydi was named to me,
so I wrote down the hadith of Ibn ‘Uyaynah from him.”’

His Memory and Precision

Ar-Rabi‘ ibn Sulayman said: I heard ash-Shafii say: “I have not seen
anyone troubled by phlegm who had a better memory than
al-Humaydi. He had memorised ten thousand hadith of Sufyan ibn
‘Uyaynah.”'°

Abu Hatim ar-Razi said: “The most reliable of people in
[narrating from] Ibn ‘Uyaynah is al-Humaydi. He is the head of the
companions of Ibn ‘Uyaynah, and he is trustworthy, an imam"

Ibn Hajar said: “Trustworthy, a hdfiz, a jurist, the most
eminent of the companions of Ibn ‘Uyaynah.”*?

The Praise of the Scholars for Him

Ahmad ibn Hanbal said: “Al-Humaydi, in our view, is an imam.”"

8 Ibn Sa‘d, Muhammad (d. 230 AH/845 CE). at-Tabaqat al-Kubra. Dar Sadir, 1968
CE, vol. 5, p. 502.

9 adh-Dhahabi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad (d. 748 AH/1348 CE). Siyar Alam
an-Nubala’. Mu’assasat ar-Risalah, 3rd edn, 1405 AH/1985 CE, vol. 10, p. 617.

10 adh-Dhahabi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad (d. 748 AH/1348 CE). Siyar Alam
an-Nubala’. Mw’assasat ar-Risalah, 3rd edn, 1405 AH/1985 CE, vol. 10, p. 618.

11 adh-Dhahabi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad (d. 748 AH/1348 CE). Siyar Alam
an-Nubala’. Mwassasat ar-Risalah, 3rd edn, 1405 AH/1985 CE, vol. 10, p. 617.

12 Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali (d. 852 AH/1449 CE). Tuagrib
at-Tahdbib, no. 3320.

13 adh-Dhahabi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad (d. 748 AH/1348 CE). Siyar Alam
an-Nubal@’. Mu’assasat ar-Risalah, 3rd edn, 1405 AH/1985 CE, vol. 10, p. 617.
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Ishaq ibn Rahawayh said: “The imadms in our time are
ash-Shafi4, al-Humaydi and Aba ‘Ubayd.”*

Al-Bukhari said: “Al-Humaydi is an imdm in padith.” "

Ibn Sa‘d said: “He was trustworthy, with many hadith”*

Ibn Hibban said: “He was a man of the Sunnah, of virtue and
of religion” Ibn ‘Adi said: “He went with ash-Shafi7 to Egypt,
and he was among the best of people” Al-Hakim said:
“Trustworthy and dependable.” He also said: “When Muhammad
ibn Isma‘l [al-Bukhari] found a hadith with him, he would not

take it from anyone else, because of his trust in him.”"

His Sincerity and His Firmness upon the Sunnah

Ya‘qub ibn Sufyan al-Fasawi said: “Al-Humaydi narrated to us,
and I have not met anyone more sincere towards Islam and its
people than him”®

Al-Humaydi said: “By Allah, that I should fight those who
reject the hadith of the Messenger of Allah 4 is more beloved to
me than that I should fight the same number of Turks.””

14 adh-Dhahabi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad (d. 748 AH/1348 CE). Siyar Alam
an-Nubal@’. Mu’assasat ar-Risalah, 3rd edn, 1405 AH/1985 CE, vol. 10, pp. 618-619.
15 adh-Dhahabi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad (d. 748 AH/1348 CE). Siyar Alam
an-Nubala’. Mu’assasat ar-Risalah, 3rd edn, 1405 AH/1985 CE, vol. 10, p. 619.

16 Ibn Sa‘d, Muhammad (d. 230 AH/845 CE). at-Tabaqat al-Kubra. Dar Sadir, 1968
CE, vol. 5, p. 502.

17 Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali (d. 852 AH/1449 CE). Tahdhib
at-Tahdhib. Matba‘at D@’irat al-Ma‘arif an-Nizamiyyah, vol. 5, pp. 215-216.

18 adh-Dhahabi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad (d. 748 AH/1348 CE). Siyar Alam
an-Nubal@’. Mu’assasat ar-Risalah, 3rd edn, 1405 AH/1985 CE, vol. 10, p. 617.

19 adh-Dhahabi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad (d. 748 AH/1348 CE). Siyar Alam
an-Nubal@’. Mw’assasat ar-Risalah, 3rd edn, 1405 AH/1985 CE, vol. 10, p. 619.

16
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‘Ali ibn Khalaf said: I heard al-Humaydi say: “As long as I am
in the Hijaz, Ahmad ibn Hanbal is in Iraq and Ishaq is in
Khurasin, no one will overcome us.”?

Harb al-Kirmani, the companion of /mam Ahmad, named him
among the imams whose way he described as the Sunnah, saying:
“It is the way of Ahmad, Ishaq ibn Ibrahim ibn Makhlad, ‘Abd
Allah ibn az-Zubayr al-Humaydi, Sa‘id ibn Mansur and others

with whom we sat and from whom we took knowledge.”*

His Place in Sahib al-Bukhari
Al-Bukhari opened his Sabih with the hadith “Actions are only by

intentions”, narrating it from al-Humaydi, from Sufyan.”
Adh-Dhahabi said: “This is the first thing with which al-Bukhari
opened his Sahih, and he made it like an opening address for it.
He turned away from opening with the narration of Jmam Malik
in favour of this chain, because of the high standing of
al-Humaydi and his precedence, and because this chain of his is
very rare: there is no @n%nab in it at all; rather, every one of its
narrators states plainly that he heard it”*

His Return to Makkah and His Death

Adh-Dhahabi said: “When ash-Shafi7 died, al-Humaydi wished
to take his place as teacher, and he and Ibn ‘Abd al-Hakam

20 adh-Dhahabi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad (d. 748 AH/1348 CE). Siyar Alam
an-Nubal@’. Mw’assasat ar-Risilah, 3rd edn, 1405 AH/1985 CE, vol. 10, p. 619.

21 Ibn Taymiyyah, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Halim (d. 728 AH/1328 CE). Iqtida’ as-Sirat
al-Mustagim. Ed. Nasir al-‘Aql. Dar ‘Alam al-Kutub, 7th edn, 1419 AH/1999 CE,
vol. 1, p. 420.

22 al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Ismafl (d. 256 AH/870 CE). al-Jami‘ as-Sahib,
hadith no. 1.

17
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competed for it. Ibn ‘Abd al-Hakam won the imam’s seat from
him. Then al-Humaydi returned to Makkah and stayed there,
spreading knowledge, may Allah have mercy on him.”*

He died in Makkah in the month of Rabi‘ al-Awwal, in the
year 219 AH/834 CE. Al-Bukhari gave the same year, and it has
also been said that he died in 220 AH/835 CE.” May Allah have

mercy on him.

23 adh-Dhahabi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad (d. 748 AH/1348 CE). Siyar Alam
an-Nubala’. Mu’assasat ar-Risalah, 3rd edn, 1405 AH/1985 CE, vol. 10, pp. 620-621.
24 adh-Dhahabi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad (d. 748 AH/1348 CE). Siyar Alam
an-Nubal@’. Mu’assasat ar-Risalah, 3rd edn, 1405 AH/1985 CE, vol. 10, p. 619.

25 Ibn Sa‘d, Muhammad (d. 230 AH/845 CE). at-Tabagat al-Kubra. Dar Sadir,
1968 CE, vol. 5, p. 502. adh-Dhahabi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad (d. 748 AH/1348
CE). Siyar Alam an-Nubal@’. Mwassasat ar-Risalah, 3rd edn, 1405 AH/1985 CE, vol.
10, p. 618.
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The Foundations of the Sunnab

Bishr ibn Miisa narrated to us, saying: al-Humaydi narrated to us,
saying:
Belief in the Decree

1. The Sunnah with us is that a person believes in the decree, its
good and its evil," its sweet and its bitter; and that he knows that
whatever befell him was never going to miss him, and that
whatever missed him was never going to befall him;?” and that all
of that is a decree from Allah .

1 In the padith of Jibril, the Messenger of Allah & said: “Faith is that you believe in
Allah, His angels, His books, His messengers and the Last Day, and that you
believe in the decree, its good and its evil” Muslim, Aba al-Husayn Muslim ibn
al-Hajjaj (d. 261 AH/875 CE). Sabih Muslim, badith no. 8.

2 The Prophet # said: “A servant does not believe until he believes in the decree,
its good and its evil; until he knows that what befell him was never going to miss
him, and that what missed him was never going to befall him” at-Tirmidhi,
Muhammad ibn Tsa (d. 279 AH/892 CE). al-Jami‘, hadith no. 2144. al-Albani,
Muhammad Nasir ad-Din (d. 1420 AH/1999 CE). Sabih Sunan at-Tirmidbi, hadith
no. 2144, where he grades it authentic (sahih).

20
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THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE SUNNAH

Faith Is Speech and Action; It Increases and Decreases

2. And that faith is speech and action;’ it increases and decreases.
Speech is of no benefit except with action, nor action and speech
except with intention,” nor speech, action and intention except
with the Sunnah.”

3 Imam ash-Shafii 4 said: “It was the consensus of the Companions, of the
Successors after them, and of those we met, that they would say: faith is speech,
action and intention; none of the three suffices without the others.” al-Lalaka’i,
Hibat Allah ibn al-Hasan (d. 418 AH/1027 CE). Sharh Usil Itigad Abl as-Sunnab
wa-al-Jama‘ab. Dar al-Basirah, vol. 5, p. 754. Ibn Taymiyyah, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd
al-Halim (d. 728 AH/1328 CE). Majmi‘ al-Fatawa, vol. 7, p. 209.

4 The Prophet & said: “Actions are only by intentions, and each person shall have
only what he intended” al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Ismafl (d. 256 AH/870 CE).
al-Jami‘ as-Sabib, hadith no. 1. Muslim, Abi al-Husayn Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj (d. 261
AH/875 CE). Sabih Muslim, badith no. 1907.

5 Allah & said: “Say: ‘If you love Allah, then follow me; Allah will love
yow” [Q 3:31]. And the Prophet £ said to the three men who had asked about his
worship: “Whoever turns away from my Sunnah is not of me” al-Bukhari,
Muhammad ibn Isma‘il (d. 256 AH/870 CE). al-Jami as-Sahib, badith no. 5063.
Muslim, Abi al-Husayn Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj (d. 261 AH/875 CE). Sabih Muslim,
hadith no. 1401.

22,
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THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE SUNNAH

Praise of the Companions

3. And [the Sunnah is] invoking mercy upon all the Companions
of Muhammad #, for Allah %5 said: “And those who came after
them say: ‘Our Lord, forgive us and our brothers who preceded
us in faith!” [Q 59:10] So he does not believe except by seeking
forgiveness for them. Whoever reviles them, or disparages them
or any one of them, is not upon the Sunnah,® and has no right to
the fay’. More than one person informed us of that from Malik
ibn Anas, that he said: “Allah & divided the fay’, and said: ‘For
the poor emigrants who were driven out from their
homes. [Q 59:8] Then He said: ‘And those who came after them
say: “Our Lord, forgive us and our brothers™, to the end of the
verse. [Q 59:10] So whoever does not say this for them is not
among those for whom the fay’ has been appointed.””

6 The Prophet & said: “Do not revile my Companions; for if one of you were to
spend the like of Uhud in gold, it would not reach the mudd of one of them, nor
half of it.” al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Ismail (d. 256 AH/870 CE). al-Jami‘
as-Sabib, hadith no. 3673. Muslim, Abt al-Husayn Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj (d. 261
AH/875 CE). Sabih Muslim, badith no. 2541.

Abi Zur‘ah ar-Razi said: “If you see a man disparaging any one of the Companions of
the Messenger of Allah &, then know that he is a heretic (zindig).” al-Khatib
al-Baghdadi, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali (d. 463 AH/1071 CE). al-Kifayah fi llm ar-Riwayab, p. 97.
7 al-Lalakai, Hibat Allah ibn al-Hasan (d. 418 AH/1027 CE). Sharh Usal Itigad
Abl as-Sunnab wa-al-Jama‘ab. Dar al-Basirah, no. 2400, vol. 7, p. 1087.
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THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE SUNNAH

The Qur’an Is the Speech of Allah &:

4. And the Quran is the Speech of Allah. T heard Sufyan [ibn
‘Uyaynah]?® say: “The Qur’an is the Speech of Allah, and whoever says
it is created is an innovator.” We have not heard anyone [from the
people of the Sunnah] say this [i.e. that the Quran is created] "

8 Ibn Hibban said of Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah: “He was among the meticulous huffiz,
and among the people of scrupulousness and religion.” Ibn Hibban, Muhammad (d.
354 AH/965 CE). ath-Thigat, vol. 6, pp. 403-404.

9 ‘Abd Allah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal said: My father narrated to me: We heard it from
Ibn ‘Ulayyah; Mansar ibn ‘Ammar came to him, and Ibn ‘Ulayyah said: “Whoever
says the Qur’an is created is an innovator.” ‘Abd Allah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal (d. 290
AH/903 CE). as-Sunnah. Dar Ibn al-Qayyim, vol. 1, p. 131.

10 al-Lalakai, Hibat Allah ibn al-Hasan (d. 418 AH/1027 CE). Sharh Usil I'tiqad Abl
as-Sunnah wa-al-Jama'ab. Dar al-Basirah, no. 396, vol. 2, p. 217. al-Ajurri, Muhammad
ibn al-Husayn (d. 360 AH/970 CE). ash-Shari‘ah. Dar al-Watan, vol. 2, p. 5os.
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THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE SUNNAH

The Statement of Sufyan on Faith

And I heard Sufyan say: “Faith is speech and action; it increases and
decreases.”" His brother Ibrahim ibn ‘Uyaynah said to him: “O Aba

»

Muhammad, do not say ‘it decreases’” He became angry and said:

“Be quiet, boy! Rather, [it decreases] until nothing of it remains.”"2

&

The Believers’ Seeing Their Lord on the Day of Resurrection

5. And affirming the seeing [of Allah] after death.”

11 Al-Bukhari said: “I met more than a thousand men of the scholars in the lands,
and I did not see any of them differ over faith being speech and action, increasing and
decreasing” Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali (d. 852 AH/1449 CE). Fath
al-Bari Sharb Sabib al-Bukhari, vol. 1, p. 47.

12 al-Lalakai, Hibat Allah ibn al-Hasan (d. 418 AH/1027 CE). Sharh Usil Itigad
Abl as-Sunnab wa-al-Jama‘ab. Dar al-Basirah, no. 1745, vol. 5, p. 817. al-‘Adani,
Muhammad ibn Yahya (d. 243 AH/857 CE). al-fman, p. 94.

13 Allah # said: “Faces that Day will be radiant, looking at their Lord” [Q 75:22~
23]. And the Prophet # said: “You will see your Lord.” al-Bukhari, Muhammad
ibn Isma‘l (d. 256 AH/870 CE). al-Jami‘ as-Sabih, badith no. 554. Muslim, Aba
al-Husayn Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj (d. 261 AH/875 CE). Sabih Muslim, badith no. 633.
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THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE SUNNAH

Affirmation of the Attributes

6. And whatever the Quran and the badith have stated," such as:
“And the Jews say: ‘The Hand of Allah is chained’ Chained are
their hands”, [Q §:64] and such as: “And the heavens will be rolled
up in His Right Hand”, [Q 39:67] and whatever resembles this from
the Quran and the hadith: we do not add to it and we do not
interpret it. We stop where the Qur’an and the Sunnah stopped, and
we say: “The Most Merciful rose above the Throne”. [Q 20:5] And
whoever claims other than this is a mu @rtil, a Jahmi.”

14 Imam Ahmad & said: “Allah is not described except with what He described
Himself with, or what His Messenger & described Him with; the Qur'an and the
badith are not to be exceeded.” al-Ahmadi, ‘Abd al-Ilah ibn Salman (contemporary).
al-Masa’il wa-ar-Rasa’il al-Marwiyyab ‘an al-Imam Abmad ibn Hanbal fi al-Aqidab,
vol. 1, p. 278.

Imam Malik said: “The how of it is not comprehensible, the istiwa’ from Him is not
unknown, belief in it is obligatory, and asking about it is an innovation.” Aba Nu‘aym
al-Asbahani, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Allah (d. 430 AH/1038 CE). Hilyat al-Awliya’.

15 ‘Abd Allah ibn Ahmad reported from Yazid ibn Hartn that he was asked about
the Jahmiyyah, and he said: “Whoever claims that “The Most Merciful rose above
the Throne’ is other than what is settled in the hearts of the common people is a
Jahmi” Aba Dawad as-Sijistani, Sulayman ibn al-Ash@ath (d. 275 AH/889 CE).
Masa’il al-Imam Abmad, pp. 268—269. ‘Abd Allah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal (d. 290
AH/903 CE). as-Sunnah. Dar Ibn al-Qayyim, vol. 1, p. 123.
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THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE SUNNAH

The Difference between Ahl as-Sunnah and the Khawarij

7. And that we do not say, as the Khawarij* said: “Whoever
commits a major sin has disbelieved.” And there is no declaring of
disbelief on account of any sin. Disbelief lies only in abandoning
the five of which the Messenger of Allah # said: “Islam is built
upon five: the testimony that none has the right to be worshipped
except Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah,
establishing the prayer, giving the zakah, fasting Ramadan, and
pilgrimage to the House.”"

16 Yusayr ibn ‘Amr said: I said to Sahl ibn Hunayf &: “Did you hear the Prophet
& say anything about the Khawarij?” He said: “I heard him say, and he pointed
with his hand towards Iraq: ‘A people will come out from there who recite the
Qur’an, but it does not go beyond their throats; they pass out of Islam as the arrow
passes through the game’” al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il (d. 256 AH/870
CE). al-Jami as-Sabih, badith no. 6934. Muslim, Aba al-Husayn Muslim ibn
al-Hajjaj (d. 261 AH/875 CE). Sabih Muslim, hadith no. 1068.

Ibn Abi Awfa & said: The Messenger of Allah # said: “The Khawarij are the dogs
of the Fire” Ibn Majah, Muhammad ibn Yazid (d. 273 AH/887 CE). as-Sunan,
hadith no. 173. al-Albani, Muhammad Nasir ad-Din (d. 1420 AH/1999 CE). Sabih
Sunan Ibn Majah, hadith no. 173, where he grades it authentic (sabib).

17 From the hadith of ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Umar &. al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Ismail
(d. 256 AH/870 CE). al-Jami as-Sahib, hadith no. 8. Muslim, Abu al-Husayn
Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj (d. 261 AH/875 CE). Sabih Muslim, badith no. 16.
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THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE SUNNAH

When the Proof Is Established against One Who Abandons
the Pillars of Islam or Some of Them

As for three out of them, there is no debate concerning the one
who abandons them: whoever does not bear witness, does not
pray and does not fast. This is because nothing of these may be
delayed beyond their prescribed time, and making it up does not
suffice for one who neglected it deliberately past its time.”

As for the zakah, whenever he pays it, it counts for him, and
he was sinful in withholding it.

As for the hajj, whoever it becomes obligatory upon, and who
finds a way to it, it is obligatory upon him; but it is not obligatory
upon him in that same year to the point that he has no way out of
it.” Whenever he performs it, he has fulfilled it, and he is not
sinful for delaying it once he performs it, as he was sinful
regarding the zakah. This is because the zakah is a right
belonging to needy Muslims which he withheld from them, so he
was sinful until it reached them. As for the hajj, it was a matter
between him and his Lord: when he performs it, he has fulfilled
it. If he dies while having the means and the ability, and he has
not performed the hajj, he will ask to be returned to the world so
that he may perform it. It is obligatory upon his family to

18 Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said: “The one who abandons the prayer
deliberately is not legislated to make it up, and it is not valid from him.” al-Ba‘li,
‘Al2> ad-Din ‘Ali ibn Muhammad (d. 803 AH/1401 CE). al-Ikhtiyarat al-Fighiyyah
min Fatawa Shaykb al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, p. 19.

19 The Prophet 4 said: “Hasten to the bajj (meaning the obligatory one), for none
of you knows what may befall him.” Ibn Hanbal, Ahmad ibn Muhammad (d. 241
AH/855 CE). al-Musnad. Ed. Shu‘ayb al-Arna’at. Mwassasat ar-Risilah, hadith no.
2867, vol. 5, p. §8, where al-Arna’at grades it sound (hasan).
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THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE SUNNAH

perform the hajj on his behalf,”® and we hope? that this will
discharge it for him, just as if he owed a debt that was paid off on
his behalf after his death.

The end of the book. All praise belongs to Allah, Lord of all the
worlds, and His blessings be upon our master Mubammad, and upon
bis family, his Companions, bis wives and his offspring, all of them,
and may He grant them abundant peace.

[The treatise is complete, and all praise belongs to Allah, Lord of all the
worlds]

20 Ibn ‘Abbas # said that a woman from Juhaynah came to the Prophet # and
said: “My mother vowed to perform the hajj, but she did not perform it until she
died. Shall I perform the hajj on her behalf?” He said: “Yes, perform the hajj on her
behalf. Do you see, if your mother owed a debt, would you not pay it? Pay what is
owed to Allah, for Allah is more deserving of fulfilment” al-Bukhari, Muhammad
ibn Isma‘il (d. 256 AH/870 CE). al-Jami* as-Sabib, hadith no. 1852.

21 Ibn Qutaybah said: “The separating alif is also added after the waw in words such as
yaghzii and yad ‘i, though it is not the waw of the plural. Some of the scribes of our time
held that the alif should not be attached in such letters, so they wrote huwa yarji
without an alif, and ana ad‘ likewise, since it is not the waw of the plural” Ibn
Qutaybah, ‘Abd Allah ibn Muslim (d. 276 AH/889 CE). Adab al-Katib, p. 167.
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Glossary
Page numbers refer to the English text; in the treatise the Arabic faces it

on the opposite page. Scholars are listed in order of death.
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THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE SUNNAH
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Hadith

Narrator and source

The hadith of Jibril;

Muslim, no. 8

At-Tirmidhi, no. 2144;
graded authentic by
al-Albani

“Umar; al-Bukhari, no. 1,
Muslim, no. 1907

Anas; al-Bukhari, no. 5063,
Muslim, no. 1401

Abii Sa‘d; al-Bukhari, no.
3673, Muslim, no. 2541
Jarir; al-Bukhari, no. 554,
Muslim, no. 633

Sahl ibn Hunayf;
al-Bukhari, no. 6934,
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&
Noble Mentions

Milik ibn Anas (d. 179 AH). Imam of Madinah, the Abode of the Hijrah, and
eponym of the Maliki school. His al-Muwatta’ is among the earliest
compilations of hadith and law, and ash-Shafii studied it with him. 17, 24, 30

Ibrahim ibn Sa‘d az-Zuhri (d. 183 AH). Hadith scholar of Madinah who settled
in Baghdad, a narrator from Ibn Shihab az-Zuhri; a teacher of al-Humaydsi. 13

Fudayl ibn Tyad (d. 187 AH). Ascetic and hadith scholar from Khurasin who
settled in Makkah, famed for his worship and his sayings on sincerity; a teacher
of al-Humaydi. 13

Ismail ibn ‘Ulayyah (d. 193 AH). Hadith master of Basrah, known for his
precision; Ahmad ibn Hanbal and Ibn Ma‘in narrated from him. 26

Marwin ibn Muawiyah al-Fazari (d. 193 AH). Hadith scholar of Kafah who
later lived in Makkah and Damascus; a teacher of al-Humaydi. 13

Al-Walid ibn Muslim (d. 195 AH). Hadith master of Damascus and the leading
scholar of Syria in his time; a teacher of al-Humaydi, Ahmad and Ishagq. 13

Waki‘ ibn al-Jarrah (d. 197 AH). Hadith master of Kifah, renowned for his
memory and devotion; a teacher of Ahmad, ash-Shafii and al-Humaydi. 13

Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah (107-198 AH). Hadith master of Makkah who met many of
the Successors and was the most knowledgeable of people in the hadith of ‘Amr
ibn Dinar. Al-Humaydi sat with him for nineteen years and became his leading
transmitter. 10, 13, 14, I5, 16, 17, 26, 28

Ibrahim ibn ‘Uyaynah. Brother of Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah and himself a narrator
of hadith. 28

Muhammad ibn Idris ash-Shafi‘i @. 204 AH). The Qurashi imam and founder
of the Shifii school, author of ar-Risalab and al-Umm. Al-Humaydi was his
companion and travelled with him to Egypt. 10, 13, 15, 16, 17, 22

Yazid ibn Harin (d. 206 AH). Hadith master of Wasit, whose gatherings drew
vast numbers of students, and a firm opponent of the Jahmiyyah. 30
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Aba Bakr al-Humaydi (d. 219 AH). ‘Abd Allah ibn az-Zubayr al-Qurashi
al-Asadi al-Makki, Shaykh of the Haram, leading companion of Sufyan ibn
‘Uyaynah and teacher of al-Bukhari; author of this treatise and of al-Musnad.
10, 11, 13, 14, IS, 16, 17, 1§, 20

Aba Ubayd al-Qasim ibn Sallim (d. 224 AH). Imam in language,
jurisprudence and hadith and judge of Tarsas, author of al-Amwal, Gharib
al-Hadith and Kitab al-Iman. 16

Mansir ibn ‘Ammar (d. 225 AH). Preacher of Khurasan and Baghdad, famed

for his moving admonitions. 26

Sa‘id ibn Mansitr (d. 227 AH). Hadith master from Khurasin who settled in
Makkah, author of as-Sunan, and a contemporary of al-Humaydi. 17

Muhammad ibn Sa‘'d @ 230 AH). Historian of Baghdad and secretary of
al-Wagidi, author of ar-Tabaqar al-Kubra, one of the earliest works of
biography. 13, 14, 15, 16, 18

Ishiq ibn Riahawayh (d. 238 AH). Imam of Khurasan, padith master and jurist,

and companion of Ahmad; it was at his urging that al-Bukhari compiled his
Sahib. 16, 17

Ahmad ibn Hanbal (d. 241 AH). Imam of Ahl as-Sunnah, eponym of the
Hanbali school and compiler of al-Musnad. He stood firm during the trial over
the createdness of the Qur’an, and his Usitl as-Sunnab is among the best-known
statements of creed. 10, 15, 17, 26, 30, 34

Haran ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Hammal (d. 243 AH). Hadith scholar of Baghdad and
a student of al-Humaydi; Muslim and the compilers of the Sunan narrated
from him. 14

Muhammad ibn Yahya al-‘Adani (@. 243 AH). Hadith scholar of Makkah, author
of al-Musnad and Kitab al-Iman, and a teacher of Muslim and at-Tirmidhi. 28

Muhammad ibn Isma‘il al-Bukhari (d. 256 AH). Compiler of al-Jami‘ as-Sabib,
the most authentic book after the Book of Allah, which opens with a badith he
heard from al-Humaydi. 10, 14, 16, 17, 18, 22, 24, 28, 32, 36

Muhammad ibn Yahya adh-Dhubli (d. 258 AH). Hadith master of Naysabir
and a teacher of al-Bukhari and Muslim; a student of al-Humaydi. 14
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Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj (d. 261 AH). Compiler of as-Sahih, second in authority
only to al-Bukhar’s; he narrated al-Humaydi’s hadith in its introduction. 14, 20,
22, 24, 28, 32, 36

Ya‘qab ibn Shaybah (4. 262 AH). Hadith master of Baghdad, author of the
great al-Musnad al-Mu ‘allal; a student of al-Humaydi. 14

Abi Zur‘ah ar-Razi (d. 264 AH). Hadith critic of Rayy, famed for his memory.
With Aba Hatim he reported the creed of the scholars of every land, and he
was a student of al-Humaydi. 10, 14, 24

Isma‘il ibn Yahya al-Muzani (4. 264 AH). The leading student of ash-Shafii in
Egypt, author of al-Mukbtasar and Sharh as-Sunnah. 10

Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-Hakam (4. 268 AH). Jurist of Egypt and
companion of ash-Shafii, who took the teaching circle in Egypt after him. 17, 18

Ar-Rabi‘ ibn Sulayman al-Muradi (4. 270 AH). Companion of ash-Shafi1 in
Egypt and the transmitter of his books, among them al-Umm. 15

Ibn Majah (d. 273 AH). Muhammad ibn Yazid of Qazwin, compiler of as-Sunan,
one of the six collections. 14, 32

Aba Dawud as-Sijistani (4. 275 AH). Sulayman ibn al-Ashath, compiler of

as-Sunan, one of the six collections, and recorder of the Masa’il of Ahmad. 14, 30

Ibn Qutaybah (4. 276 AH). ‘Abd Allah ibn Muslim, scholar of language and
badith, author of Adab al-Katib and Ta’wil Mukhbtalif al-Hadith. 36

Abu Hatim ar-Razi (d. 277 AH). Muhammad ibn Idris, hadith critic of Rayy
whose judgements on narrators fill his son’s al-Jarh wa-ar-Ta'dil; a student of
al-Humaydi. 10, 14, 15

Ya‘'qab ibn Sufyan al-Fasawi (d. 277 AH). Hadith master of Fasi in Persia,
author of al-Ma‘rifab wa-ar-Tarikh, and a student of al-Humaydi. 14, 16

Abu Tsa at-Tirmidhi @. 279 AH). Muhammad ibn ‘Isa, student of al-Bukhari

and compiler of al-Jami¢ one of the six collections. 14, 20

Harb ibn Ismafil al-Kirmani (@. 280 AH). Companion of Ahmad and Ishag,
who recorded their answers and the creed of the imams he met. 17
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Ibn Abi ‘Asim (4. 287 AH). Ahmad ibn ‘Amr, hadith scholar and judge of
Asbahan, author of as-Sunnab. 10

Bishr ibn Musa al-Asadi (190288 AH). Hadith scholar of Baghdad, honoured
by Imam Ahmad, who narrated this treatise from al-Humaydi. 10, 14, 20

‘Abd Allah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal @. 290 AH). Son of Imam Ahmad and

transmitter of his Musnad, author of as-Sunnah. 10, 26, 30
Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Idris al-Makki. Al-Humaydf’s scribe and student. 14

Al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali al-Barbahari (4. 329 AH). Leading Hanbali scholar of
Baghdad in his age, author of Sharh as-Sunnah. 10

Ibn Hibban al-Busti (d. 354 AH). Hadith master and judge, author of as-Sabih
and ath-Thiqat. 16, 26

Abua Bakr al-Ajurri (d. 360 AH). Muhammad ibn al-Husayn, scholar of Baghdad
who settled in Makkah, author of ash-Shari‘ab on the creed of Ahl as-Sunnah. 26

Ibn ‘Adi al-Jurjani (d. 365 AH). ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Adi, hadith critic, author of
al-Kamil fi Du‘afd’ ar-Rijal. 16
Ibn Battah al-‘Ukbari (d. 387 AH). ‘Ubayd Allah ibn Muhammad, Hanbali

scholar, author of al-Ibanab on the creed of the Salaf. 10

Ibn Abi Zamanayn (4. 309 AH). Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah, Maliki scholar of
al-Andalus, author of Usil as-Sunnah. 10

Al-Hakim an-Naysabari (d. 405 AH). Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah, hadith
master, author of al-Mustadrak and Ma‘rifat Uliam al-Hadith. 16

Abu al-Qasim al-Lalaka’i (4. 418 AH). Hibat Allah ibn al-Hasan at-Tabari,
Shafi1 scholar of Baghdad, author of Sharh Usal Itigad Abl as-Sunnab

wa-al-Jamad‘ab, which gathers the statements of the Salaf on creed with their
chains. 10, 22, 24, 26, 28

Abu Nu‘aym al-Asbahani (d. 430 AH). Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Allah, hadith master of
Asbahan, author of Hilyat al-Awliya’, a large collection of the lives and sayings
of the righteous. 30

Aba ‘Uthman as-Sabuni (@. 449 AH). Isma‘l ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman, Shaykh
al-Islam of Naysabar, author of Agidat as-Salaf Ashab al-Hadith. 10
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Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi (d. 463 AH). Ahmad ibn ‘Ali, hadith master of Baghdad,
author of Térikh Baghdad and al-Kifayab on the science of narration. 24
Ibn Taymiyyah (@. 728 AH). Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Halim, Shaykh al-Islam of

Damascus, who defended the creed of the Salaf in many works, gathered in
Majmi‘ al-Fatawa. 17, 22, 34

Al-Mizzi (d. 742 AH). Yuasuf ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman, hadith master of Damascus,
author of Tahdbib al-Kamal on the narrators of the six books. 13, 14

Adh-Dhahabi (4. 748 AH). Muhammad ibn Ahmad, hadith master and
historian of Damascus, author of Siyar A%am an-Nubald’, Tarikh al-Islam and
al-Kashif- 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18

‘Al2’ ad-Din al-Ba'li (d. 803 AH). Hanbali jurist of Damascus, who compiled
the legal choices of Ibn Taymiyyah in al-Ikbtiyarat al-Fighiyyah. 34

Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852 AH). Ahmad ibn ‘Ali, hadith master of Egypt,
author of Fath al-Bari on Sabib al-Bukbari, Tabdbib at-Tabhdhib and Taqrib
at-Tahdbib. 14, 15, 16, 28

Muhammad Nasir ad-Din al-Albani (. 1420 AH). Hadith scholar of Damascus
and ‘Amman, who graded the hadith of the Sunan and revived the study of
hadith in his age. 20, 32

Shuayb al-Arna’at (4. 1438 AH). Hadith scholar of Damascus who led the
editing of al-Musnad of Ahmad and many other works. 34

Muhammad ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahmin al-Khumayyis  (contemporary).
Contemporary scholar of creed, author of Itiqgad A’immat as-Salaf Abl
al-Hadith, a collection of the creeds of the early imams that includes this
treatise, against which the Arabic of this edition was compared. 10
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